Paper Christmas Tree Tutorial

Paula and I were recently in one of the local craft stores and
we saw some Xmas trees made out of paper. They were $90 so we
decided we should make our own.
Neither of us likes to cut up books so we decided to use
scrapbooking paper, and we are delighted with the result.
This is a great project for a Christmas centerpiece. And it’s
something you can get older kids involved in. So here is our
Paper Christmas Tree Tutorial for you.

Watch the video tutorial below or
scroll
down
for
the
written
instructions

So What Do You Need?

10-12 different sheets of scrapbooking paper
1 tub of playdoh or some plasticine
1 firm cardboard cupcake holder
1 wooden skewer – ours measured 11½”
NOTE:
Martha, one of our lovely readers suggests using old Christmas
Cards instead of Scrapbooking paper and we thought this was a
really good idea.

Method:
Start cutting your paper.

For an 11½” skewer

– 180 Squares:

You need 10 squares in an assortment of sizes starting
with 5″.
Always start with the largest size first to maximize the
use of your scrap paper.
You only cut one size from each piece of paper – if
that’s the look you want.
Really you can cut your squares from whatever scraps you
have.
With the red and black tree we doubled up a couple of
times and it still looks great
NOTE:
After you have cut 10 x 5″, you
cutting in this way until you are
will be ¼” smaller than the previous
If you are using a smaller skewer,
of ¼”.

cut 10 x 4¾”
etc. keep
down to ¾”. So each size
square.
use ½” increments instead

You can use pinking shears to trim the outside of the squares
or you can simply leave them straight cut.

Place a dot in the center of each square. The table
below has been provided so that you don’t have to work
it all out.
Lay the squares out on your workspace in their sizes so
that you can just pick up the next size down as you
finish putting the squares on the skewer.
NOTE:
Fill the cupcake holder with Playdoh
Insert the skewer into the center of the Playdoh – flat
side down.
You need the point facing upwards to pierce the paper.

Starting with the 5″ squares push the skewer through the
center dot or as close to it as you can. We don’t want
our tree to be lopsided.
Next, add the 4¾” squares, then the 4½” squares and so
on until you have added the ¾”.
NOTE:
Don’t press down too hard at the start.

As you move up the skewer you may need to gently make
adjustments and feather the squares down so that all the
squares fit on the skewer.

Once all the paper squares have been added, you can top
off the tree with a bead or make a star out of two
pieces of scrapbooking paper, glue them together and
leave an opening to put the skewer into so that the star
sits nicely on top of the tree.
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